Introductory Letter to Students: Focus Group

Dear Seventh Grade Student:

I am a doctoral student at the University of Hartford in West Hartford, CT and a seventh and eighth grade English teacher at the NAME Middle School in NAME.  I am studying the caring classroom leadership practices that teachers use in their classrooms, and I would like you and several of your classmates to help me with my research.  We would meet in a small group to talk about the caring classroom leadership practices you and your classmates observe in your seventh grade classrooms.  I am sending this letter to 100 randomly selected seventh graders at NAME Middle School and will randomly select ten students and two alternates who reply to my invitation to join our discussion group.

I hope you will be able to join our group.  The interview will last approximately 60 minutes and take place during a corrective block and lunch period.  It will be held in the conference room near the office and pizza and drinks will be provided by the school.  Enclosed please find several forms that you should complete with your parents and return, if you choose to participate.  Please return the contact and consent forms to me in the enclosed stamped, self-addressed envelope by DATE.

I look forward to meeting and talking to you.  If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at NUMBER or by email at EMAIL.  You may also contact my research advisor.

Sincerely,

NAME

ADDRESS

