Sample Student Assent Form

Student Assent Form*
Student's Name ___________________________





School__________________

RESEARCH STUDY ON READING

Do you remember the permission slip you took home for your parents to sign a few days ago?

[The investigator should explain the

relationship between parental permission

slip and testing whether S remembers or

not.]

The people I work with and I are interested in learning about reading in children.  We are asking you and a lot of other students to work with us to find out about it.

If you agree to do this, I will ask you to take a reading test and solve some puzzles.  Most students think this is fun to do.

This is not a test like you usually have in school.  You won't be graded on anything you do and the results will not affect your school grade.  All you have to do is try as hard as you can to do the things I ask, and you will do fine.

Your teachers and parents and the other children will not know how you do.  It will be just between you and me and the people I work with.

Of course, you don't have to do this if you don't want to, even if your parents gave their permission.  If you do not want to do this or your parents asked you not to do this, just tell me and you can go back to your classroom.  It is okay with me if you don't want to be in the study and no one else, not even your teacher, will know.

Do you have any questions?     [The investigator should answer

                                              any question the child might have.]

Again, this will not affect your grades even if you choose not to be in the study.  If you agree to do this, I would like you to sign this paper.

[If necessary, the investigator reads

the assent statement to the child.]

______________________________________________________________________________

Date____________

The study on reading has been explained to me and any questions I had have been answered.  I would like to take part in the study.

______________________________________________

(Student's Signature)

*Adapted from Institutional Review Board, The University at Albany.  (1993).  Guide to research involving minors as subjects (p. 12).  Albany, NY:  Author.

