Sample Passive Parent or Guardian Consent Form*

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Researchers at the University of Hartford are asking permission for your child to be in a research study on teaching math.  

During the next week, researchers from the University of Hartford will be conducting a research study in your child's classroom.  The study compares different methods of teaching mathematical concepts.

We will not interact directly with your child.  His/her teacher will simply be presenting the material in two different ways to separate classes.

Both teaching methods are acceptable methods for teaching these concepts and your child will receive adequate instruction in both classes.

The only measure of performance will be a standard math test.  This test will not be a part of your child's record and will not affect his/her grade in any way.

Your child's responses will remain confidential.

No reports about the study will contain your child's name.  We will not release any information about your child without your permission.

Taking part is voluntary.

All students in the class will take the test.  If you do not wish your child to be in this study, which will mean that we won't include his/her test results in the data, please fill out the form at the bottom of this letter and return it to me.  In addition, please instruct your child to hand in a blank test sheet so that we will not include him/her in the research.

We will also ask the children to participate and tell them to hand in a blank test sheet if they do not want to be included.  Your child may choose to stop at any time.

If you have questions about the study, please contact Martin Smith, University of Hartford, College of Education, West Hartford, CT 06117 at (860)768-0000.  If you have questions about your rights as a parent or your child's rights as a volunteer, please contact Charlotte Chairperson, University of Hartford Human Subjects Committee at (860) 768-1111 or visit her at Hartford Hall, Room 000 at the University.

Parent's or Guardian's Signature _____________________________  (Date) ________________

I do not wish my child ____________________________ to be in the research study on teaching math being conducted in his/her classroom.
*Adapted from Institutional Review Board, The University at Albany.  (1993).  Guide to research involving minors as subjects (p. 11).  Albany, NY:  Author.

