UNIVERSITY OF HARTFORD

INSTITUTIONAL ANIMAL CARE AND USE COMMITTEE (IACUC)

ANIMAL USE PROTOCOL

Investigator:

_________________________________________________________

Position:

_________________________________________________________

Department:

_________________________________________________________

Office Address:
___________________________  Telephone: ___________________

Lab Address:

___________________________  Telephone: ___________________

Experiment Title:
________________________________________________________

A.
Species:  ________  Strain:  ________  Age:  _______  Male:  _____  Female:  ____

Total number to be used per year:  __________________

B.
Description of the research (attached additional pages, if necessary):

C.
Will the experiment involve pain to the animals?  Yes:  _____  No:  _____

If yes:  will analgesics, sedatives, or anesthetics be used to relieve the pain?

            Yes:  _____  No:  _____

Identify the drugs that will be used during the experiments:

  
If drugs will not be used to relieve pain caused by the procedures, explain why not.

D.
Where will the research animals be housed?

Prior to entry into the experiments:  _____________________________________

During the experimental period:  ________________________________________

E.
Will recovery surgery be performed?   Yes:  _____  No:  _____

If yes:  describe the anesthetics to be used during surgery and post surgery.

F.
Will the animals be treated with radioactive, carcinogenic, teratogenic, or other 

biohazardous substances?   Yes:  _____  No:  _____

If yes:  describe the housing requirements and the personal safety procedures to be used.

G.
Method of euthanasia:  ______________________________________________

H.
Justify the use of this animal species for this research:

I.
Qualifications and expertise of the investigator.  Summarize your previous experience in 

animal research activity or use of animals in educational programs.

	I certify that I have sufficient expertise to conduct the animal protocol and to ensure that I will supervise such experimentation so as to ensure compliance with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee Handbook.  I will report any significant change in animal usage promptly to the IACUC.

________________________________________        ____________________

Signature                                                                         Date




Committee Member Evaluation

Quality of Research design and procedures


Excellent



__________


Good




__________


Fair




__________


Poor




__________


Can’t say/not sure


__________

Clarity of research proposal


Completely understandable

__________


Generally understandable

__________


Not very understandable

__________


Not understandable at all

__________


Can’t say/not sure


__________

Justification for type and number of animals


Completely convincing

__________


Fairly convincing


__________


Not very convincing


__________


Not convincing at all


__________


Can’t say/not sure


__________

Rating of scientific (basic research) value


Extremely valuable


__________


Very valuable



__________


Somewhat valuable


__________


Not too valuable


__________


Not valuable at all


__________

Rating of clinical and applied value

Extremely valuable


__________


Very valuable



__________


Somewhat valuable


__________


Not too valuable


__________


Not valuable at all


__________

Recommendation


Approve as written


__________


Contingent approval


__________


Defer decision



__________


Disapprove



__________

Pain Scale Classification

	Degree of Pain or Stress


	Examples

	Category 1:  Experiments involving either no living materials, live isolated, simple invertebrates, or unobtrusive vertebrates. 
	Use of tissue cultures or tissues obtained at necropsy; use of eggs or single-celled organisms; use of invertebrate species with a simple nervous system; unobtrusive observational studies of animals in natural settings.

	Category 2:  Experiments that involve complex invertebrates or vertebrates, but cause little or no pain or stress.
	Use of invertebrates with complex nervous systems; vertebrate studies involving short-term restraint for physical examination; food or water deprivation equal to periods found in nature; acute terminal studies in which animals are anaesthetized; use of noxious stimuli from which escape is possible.

	Category 3:  Experiments that cause minor pain or stress to vertebrate species
	Minor surgical procedures under anesthesia, such as biopsies; short periods of restraint beyond that for physical examination; short periods of food or water deprivation exceeding deprivation in nature; use of noxious stimuli from which escape is impossible.

	Category 4:  Experiments that involve significant pain or stress to vertebrate species
	Major surgery under anesthesia with recovery, such as electrode implantation; prolonged restraint; long periods of food or water deprivation; major stressors such as maternal deprivation or conspecific aggression; inescapable noxious stimuli; severe sensorimotor disruption.

	Category 5:  Experiments that involve intolerable pain or stress to vertebrate species
	Use of muscle relaxants or paralytics for surgical restraint without anesthesia; attempts to induce psychotic-like behavior; inescapable severe stress or other induced conditions leading to death; killing method not approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association.
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