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Dear Joanna and John:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter on behalf of the committee regarding environmental and sustainability issues on campus.  We share your concerns and are looking forward to working together to achieve our common objectives.   Each of the action steps you suggested for inclusion in the academic subdivision of the University’s strategic plan has been incorporated into the Academic Strategic Plan and will be forwarded to the University’s Strategic Planning Committee.  In addition, we will work with your committee to outline action steps for the goals listed under Business and Space.  We will also explore the option of either hiring or appointing a sustainability coordinator to champion and facilitate sustainability initiatives on campus.  

As early as 2003, the National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE) sponsored a national conference on “Sustainable Communities: Science & Solutions” where participants concluded that higher education must take a lead in defining the vision for a sustainable world. The committee recommended that:


* Universities should be models of sustainability in all aspects of their functioning,


including curriculum, research, operations and outreach, as well as monitoring


and reporting.

* Sustainability education for citizenship should be required in all undergraduate

courses/degrees.

* Universities should specifically address the connections between sustainability and human health.

* Efforts must be made to link public policy needs with courses of study in colleges, universities and environmental educational and policy institutes.


* Universities need to serve as leaders for establishing regional, national and


international sustainability policies and programs.

* Higher education institutions should become more effective resources for their


communities and help educate citizens about the local, regional, national and


international dimensions of environmental problems facing environmental


decision-makers.

To address these goals, the President will form a Commission on Sustainability, which will be chaired by the Provost and include broad representation from across the University.   

In addition, incentive grants will be available through the Office of the Provost to faculty and staff to develop both individual and team-taught courses at all levels, or for projects to promote sustainability.  Wherever possible, course and project designers are encouraged to engage students through a variety of learning modalities including experiential learning, service learning, and other forms of course delivery that maximize student opportunity.   Sample courses or projects could include:

* Hands-on field and/or studio courses

* Introductory AUC and interdisciplinary seminars

* Team-taught courses

* Integrative capstone courses on applied problems and issues

* Short courses, e.g. intersession, spring break, summer courses

Funding can be used to compensate applicants for:

* Time to develop a new course that will ultimately satisfy a requirement in the minor;

* Time to reframe the syllabus for an existing course;

* Funds to purchase such items as books, studio supplies, field supplies; and/or travel to meet with experts on other campuses, etc.

Proposal Review and Selection

To truly address sustainability, courses or projects must include representation from a broad array of disciplines. We seek proposals from every department and program.  Proposals will be selected for the greatest consistency with the overall direction of the initiative and for the greatest potential to result in curricular implementation. Priority will be given to proposals with any of the following emphases:

* Demonstrated link of discipline(s) to sustainability;

* Ability to meet expected student outcomes;

* Suitability for inclusion in a minor in Environmental Studies;

* Applicability, wherever possible, to the University’s ongoing effort to adopt sustainable designs, technologies, and practices; and

* Opportunities for students to engage in developing workable, sustainable solutions to complex, real-world problems.

Funding is available in amounts of up to $2,000 for each successful proposal. We expect to

fund up to 6 proposals next year. The application deadline is June 30, 2009.

Proposals will be reviewed by the Commission, with a recommendation made to the Provost.  Funding decisions will be announced the week of July 12, 2009.

Eligibility and Application Procedure

College faculty and staff with educational responsibilities for students are eligible for funding. To apply, please complete an Application Cover Sheet, including a 1-2 page curriculum vitae, and attach a 2-3 page explanation of the following:

a. description of proposed new course or revised course, or project 

b. capacity to achieve expected student outcomes

c. thematic relationship to sustainability 

d. demonstrated link of discipline(s) to sustainability

e. list of participating faculty and/or staff, if an inter- or multidisciplinary course is proposed

f. potential for incorporation into the curriculum

The application deadline is June 30, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. Please submit an electronic copy

of the proposal through an email attachment in MS Word to Polly Kallen at kallen@hartford.edu. For further information, please call Provost Lynn Pasquerella, at x4505.

Thank you, again, for your leadership and service.

Lynn Pasquerella




Walter Harrison

Provost 





President
