Exemplary use of the Blackboard Discussion Forum

Dr. Erin Striff
Current Forum: What is the significance of Athol Fugard's play title, MASTER HAROLD…and the boys??

Read: 24 times

Date: Tue Feb 17 2004 1:19 am

Author: Kristen 

Subject: Apartheid

The title of the play focuses on the central sociological issue of the play, Apartheid. While Sam and Hally have a relationship beyond the racial boundaries, segregation is still a part of their lives. Hally uses his racial superiority to win an argument, similar to the way that the South African government used their racial superiority to maintain power. In spite of his paternal character and knowledge of life, Sam will always be referred to as a boy.

Current Forum: What is the significance of Fugard's play title?

Read: 22 times

Date: Tue Feb 17 2004 11:09 pm

Author: Courtney 

Subject: Re: Apartheid

I agree with Kristen on this one. I don't quite go as political about it, though. I think this title comments on the heart of an innocent, white boy in this era who uses discrimination to achieve power in his unsatisfying life. He doesn't realize the grave monstrosity of this offense, though. The thing I find interesting about the racism contained in this play is that it's not ABOUT racism. Its occurrence has to do with Hally's unsuitable upbringing. Ultimately, it stems from Hally's parents failing in their jobs of providing a loving and accepting household.

Current Forum: What is the significance of Fugard's play title?

Read: 18 times

Date: Wed Feb 18 2004 10:51 am

Author: Lyn 

Subject: Re: Apartheid

I am going to agree with Courtney. There is definitely a discriminatory characteristic to the play's title because it is the main, white man's character name first, then there are three dots, which usually means that "oh, yeah, there is something else I guess I should mention", and then the black men are all categorized together as "the boys". Plus the fact that he is called Master Harold is to show that he needs to have someone who he considers lower in society than himself to call him a master to make him feel better about the relatively bad life that he is leading for himself. He does not have any control, it seems, over his own life, so he feels that he needs to have control over something, even if it is something as petty as making the black men who work for him call him Master Harold.

Current Forum: What is the significance of Fugard's play title?

Read: 15 times

Date: Wed Feb 18 2004 1:00 pm

Author: Mary-Ellen
Subject: Re: Apartheid

I think Lyn makes a valid argument in pointing out the emphasis of the three dots in the title, something I had overlooked. The dots also SEGREGATE the white 'master' from his servant 'boys'.

