MOUNTAIN LANGUAGE

Pre-show stage business: Revised 15 Feb 03
Elevator music plays.  As the first audience member arrives, MALE OFFICE WORKER and FEMALE OFFICE WORKER are, carrying clipboards which say “International Acquisitions” on the back there to ask them questions.  For most audience members they hand out ID cards to put round their neck which state “VISITOR,” but every time they see a good prospect they ask something along the lines of “What are you doing here?  Play, how do you know about a play?”  Can I see your papers?  Do you have the 27B/6  form?  No that’s been updated to the 27b stroke 7 form.”  “Well, I suppose we can let you in just this once, but we’re watching you,” etc. before letting certain audience members come in and sit down.
After the house has been open for about 3 minutes, the OFFICER directs the actions of the GUARD and the SERGEANT, who proceed to remove an old computer and a typewriter.  They seem somewhat bemused at how out of date they are.  They exchange it for two IBM and Apple laptops.  They tear down a sign and replace it with a big sign that reads “INTERNATIONAL ACQUISITIONS.”  

The OFFICER and the SERGEANT exit SR.  The GUARD positions a computer and sets up a screen, preparing to make a Power Point presentation.  He pushes a button on the computer but can’t make it work.  He realizes that the plug is the wrong size for the outlet.  He exits SL.  He enters, with an overhead projector, and a file under his arm.  He blows dust off of the projector.  He opens the file, which contains OHP transparencies.  He begins to silently rehearse a presentation on International Acquistitions latest achievements.  He experiments with telling jokes, with gesticulating meaningfully, etc.  Throughout, he shows the transparencies, which display the actions of a company which is ruthless in its takeovers but cheery in its attitude.  He runs through the presentation silently twice, or until all of the audience members are seated.  

At that point, the OFFICER enters SR and silently laughs at the GUARD’s presentation.  The guard drops his transparencies, tidies them up.  He flips over the screen a map of no recognizable place with arrows on it indicating where they have captured.  He exits SL.  The SERGEANT enters SR with his executive clipboard and checks over some forms with the OFFICER.

At the same time, The FEMALE OFFICE WORKER has taken a seat in the audience with the OLD WOMAN and YOUNG WOMAN, by the DSL stairs.  The MALE OFFICE WORKER leads them all to the waiting room, where the YOUNG WOMAN comforts the OLD WOMAN.  The OFFICE WORKER offers them coffee silently, the WOMAN IN LINE agrees.  He exits and returns almost immediately with a coffee cup that says “International Acquisitions.”  He exits.  We sense their impatient waiting as the elevator music fades out and the house lights dim.

