GRE Description
The GRE (Graduate Record Examination Test) is used by graduate schools as one assessment indicator for comparing the qualifications of applicants who come from a variety of colleges and universities with different standards. The GRE has two versions, a Paper-and Pencil Version and a Computer-Adaptive Version (CAT). Although the question types are the same for both versions, the CAT Version questions are tailored to an individual’s ability level. This means that your performance on previous questions determines the sequence of questions that appear next. Only one question at a time is presented and you must enter an answer and may not return to or change your answer to a previous question. Paper-and-Pencil advantages include the option to return to unanswered questions in the allotted time and no scoring penalty for blank responses. CAT advantages include answering questions geared to your ability level, convenience and flexibility of scheduling a testing appointment, immediate knowledge of scores, and faster score reporting to your selected schools. The test is given at many local test sites and can be taken weekdays and Saturdays during the year. GRE registration must be made by phone (1-800-GRE-CALL) or e-mail (www.gre.org) and should be made at lease three months in advance of school application deadlines. Planning is essential, since you can take the test once per calendar month (leave enough time for a retake if scores are low) and official scores may take up to 5 weeks for the Paper-and-Pencil version and approximately  fifteen days for CAT to arrive at your selected schools. For each calendar year the maximum number of times allowed to take the test is 5.
The Paper-Based GRE is approximately a 3 3/4 hour test and consists of 4 sections. 

Section


Questions

Timing

Analytical Writing

  Analysis of an Issue

     1


45 min

  Analysis of an Argument
     1


30 min

Quantitative (2)

    76
   Problem Solving
  
    


60 min

   Reasoning 

Verbal
 (2)


    60


60 min

   Sentence Completion
   Analogies
   Antonyms

   Reading Comprehension
Unscored(1) *


Varies    

30 min (not part of score)





Total Time:

3 3/4 hours (approx)

*An unidentified unscored section may be included and may appear in any order after the 
  Analytical Writing section. It is not counted as part of your score.

The Computer-Based GRE is approximately a 3 hour test and consists of 5 sections:

Section


Questions

Timing
Analytical Writing
  Analysis of an Issue

     1


45 min

  Analysis of an Argument
     1


30 min

Quantitative


    28
   Problem Solving
  
    


45min

   Reasoning 

Verbal



    30


30 min

   Sentence Completion

   Analogies

   Antonyms

   Reading Comprehension

Unscored(1)*


Varies    

Varies (not part of score)
Research(1)**

Varies    

Varies (not part of score)





Total Time:

3 hours (approx)
*An unidentified unscored section may be included and may appear in any order after the
  Analytical Writing section. It is not counted as part of your score.

** An identified research section that is not scored may be included.
Content details of each section along with sample questions can be viewed by clicking on the button on the top labeled Contents. 
GRE Preparation (Test-Taking Strategy)
When you register for the GRE you will receive free test prep software. You should download the software and become familiar with the formats, materials, questions, and directions of each section. You should go through each tutorial (Quantitative/Verbal) and then take the GRE practice test to gauge your performance on the real test and to identify your strengths and weaknesses. On all sections paced yourself to finish in the allotted time. 
GRE Preparation Options: (What we can do!)

If you need or would like to increase your quantitative and/or verbal and writing scores we offer two options:
One-On-One Custom GMAT Tutoring:

Quantitative Sections

An intense flexible 10 hour tutoring program by a College 

                                  

Mathematics Professor covering Problem Solving and 

                                    
Quantitative Reasoning  

Verbal/Writing Sections
An intense flexible 10 hour tutoring program by a College 





English Professor covering Sentence Completion, 





Analogies, Antonyms, and Reading 





Comprehension
Classrom Courses:   

Quantitative Sections

Small classroom setting (Max 15 students) taught by a 

College Mathematics Professor that meets for five 

3 hour sessions to learn problem solving techniques

and strategies for every type of question on the exam. 

Verbal/Writing Sections
Small classroom setting (Max 15 students) taught by a 





College English Professor that meets for four 3 hour 





sessions to learn Sentence Completion, Analogies, 





Antonyms, and Reading Comprehension

Please call us at 860-768-4945 or e-mail us at delloiaco@hartford.edu for details concerning date, times, and fees.

GRE Content

The GRE consists of three sections: Quantitative Analysis, Verbal Sections, and a Analytical Writing Section.
Quantitative Analysis Section:
The Quantitative Analysis Section has two types of multiple-choice questions.  


Problem Solving



Quantitative Reasoning
These questions are designed to test basic mathematical skills and the ability to reason quantitatively. Problem solving questions involve Algebraic manipulation, Geometry, Data Analysis, Quantitative Comparisons, Graphs, and Percentages. Quantitative reasoning questions involve Analytical and Logical Reasoning. 

A few typical problems solving/data analysis  questions follows:

If  X 4  +  9 = 170 then  X4  - 9 = 

(A) 12

(B) 74

(C) 152

(D) 211

(E) 470

Correct answer (C)  Since if X 4  +  9 = 170 then subtract 18 from both sides to get  

X4  - 9= 152

Which of the following is the product of two positive integers whose difference is 2?

(A) 0

(B) 2

(C) 4

(D) 6

(E) 8

Correct answer (E)   
A circle has a diameter equal to the side of a square. What is the ratio of circumference of the circle to the perimeter of the square?

(A) п
(B) п/2

(C) п/4

(D) 2п

(E) 4п

Correct answer  (B)

The average of 6 numbers is 8.5. When one number is dropped the resulting average is 7.2 .  What was the dropped number?

(A) 7.8

(B) 9.8

(C) 10.0

(D) 12.4

(E) 15.0

Correct answer   (E)

 
Quantitative Comparison consists of two quantities, one in Column A and one in

Column B. You are to compare the two quantities and choose:



A If the quantity in Column A is greater



B If the quantity in Column B is greater



C If the two quantities are equal



D If the relationship cannot be determined from the given information

Examples:



Column A

Column B



23%  of   9

38%  of  6

Correct answer  (B)



Column A

Column B



   X-1


     0




Correct answer (D)

Analytical Reasoning questions examine a student’s ability to understand a structure of relationships and to draw conclusions about that structure. A typical Analytical Reasoning question follows:
A farmer plants only five different kinds of vegetables –beans, corn, kale, peas, and squash. Every year the farmer plants exactly three kinds of vegetables according to the following restrictions:

If the farmer plants corn, the farmer also plants beans that year.

If the farmer plants kale one year, the farmer does not plant it the next year.

In any year, the farmer plants no more than one of the vegetables the farmer planted in the previous year.

Question: Which of the following is a possible sequence of combinations for the farmer to plant in two successive years?

(A) Beans, Corn, Kale; Corn, Peas, Squash

(B)  Beans, Corn, Peas; Beans, Corn, Squash

(C) Beans, Peas, Squash; Beans, Corn, Kale

(D) Corn, Peas, Squash;  Beans, Kale, Peas

(E) Kale, Peas, Squash; Beans, Corn, Kale 

Correct answer (C)

Logical  Reasoning questions examine a student’s ability to understand, analyze, and evaluate arguments. Each question is based on a short argument or statement or a graph or table. Specific question are asked about the argument.
Example:

Every time Mrs. Jones makes Tea, it is too strong for her husband. She feels that she will never be able to make it the way he likes it, so she is going to stop making tea for him and get a new husband. Which of the following most closely parallels this type of reasoning?

(A) The flowers in my garden are always eaten by insects before they fully 

Bloom. I will use a stronger pesticide.
(B) Since my college professors gave me poor grades in most of my courses last

Semester, I am going to transfer to another college.

(C) I am tired of seeing the same people all the time, so I am going to make new friends.

(D) I have been entering contests and sweepstakes for years, and I never win. All of these contests must be fixed.

(E) My swimsuit does not fit me anymore so I am going to buy a jogging suit.

Correct answer  (B)

The reasoning in B is closest to the original reasoning.

Verbal  Section:

The Verbal Section has four types of multiple-choice questions. 



Sentence Completion

Analogies

 

Antonyms

 

Reading Comprehension

The purpose of Sentence Completion is to examine the student’s ability to analyze relationships among the components parts of a sentence. You must consider each choice and fill in the blank(s) with the word(s) that will result in a logically satisfying sentence. 
Example:  

The --------Science of cosmology has evolved to the point that the initial theories have been superseded.

(A) Static

(B) Fledging

(C) Unusual

(D) Analytical

(E) Seismic

Correct answer  (B)

Analogies test the student’s ability to recognize when two word pairs display parallel relationships. To answer an analogy question, you must establish the relationship between the words in the given word pair and then identify the answer choice containing words that are related to one another in most nearly the same way.

Example:

TREE: FOREST

(A) daisy: meadow
(B) grass: lawn

(C) wheat: field

(D) flower: garden

(E) frog: pond

Correct answer  (B)

Antonyms test the student’s vocabulary and ability to reason from a given concept to its opposite. You are given a word and you must choose the lettered word or phrase that is most nearly opposite in meaning. 
Example:

DIFFUSE:
(A) contend
(B) concentrate

(C) imply

(D) pretend

(E) rebel

Correct answer  (B)

Reading comprehension tests your ability to understand words, statements, and draw inferences concerning overall meaning of a passage. There are 6 types of multiple choice reading comprehension questions:


The main idea of the passage



Information within the passage



Information or ideas implied

Possible applications to other situations



The inherit logic or reasoning



The tone of the passage

Analytical Writing  Section:

The GRE Analytical Writing Section consists of 2 essays, “Analysis of an Issue” and “Analysis of an Argument”. This section is 75 minutes (30 minutes for Issue essay and 45 minutes for the Argument essay). The “Analysis of an Issue” requires that you analyze a given issue and provide your point of view on the issue by citing reasons or examples from your experience. The “Analysis of an Argument” requires that you analyze the reasoning behind a given argument and then write a critique of that argument. You may provide alternative explanations or examples that   strengthened or weaken the argument. These essays test your ability to think critically, organize and express ideas clearly, and handle the English Language.
 Example: “Analysis of an Issue” 
“In this age of automation, many people complain that humans are becoming subservient to machines. But in fact, machines are continually improving our lives.”

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion expressed above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or readings. 

Example: “Analysis of an Argument” 

The following appeared in a local newspaper:

“Most companies would agree that as the risk of physical injury occurring on the job increase, the wage paid to employees should also increase. Hence, it makes financial sense for employers to make the workplace safer: they could thus reduce their payroll expenses and save money.”

Discuss how well reasoned….etc

GRE Scoring Information
The GRE scores for paper-and-pencil and the computer based test are calculated in a similar manner. Scores for the Quantitative, Verbal, and Analytical Writing Sections are reported separately. The General Test Score Scales are:

 Verbal Reasoning score reported on a 200-800 score scale

Quantitative Reasoning score reported on a 200-800 score scale

Analytical Writing score reported on a 0-6 score scale

Scores for the Paper-and-Pencil version may take up to six weeks to arrive at the specified schools. Quantitative and Verbal Scores for the computer based version are immediately available to you upon completion of the test and typically arrive at specified schools within fifteen days. Most schools are interested in these scores. 

The Analytical Writing essays scores are not given at the end of the test.  Instead, they are rated by reading professionals and graded on a scale of 0 to 6. The schools that you specify to receive GRE scores can choose to receive copies of these essays. 

 The GRE is used by many graduate schools as one of the assessment indicators and its importance in admission varies by school. Other assessment indicators include undergraduate GPA, motivation, creativity, work experience, letters of recommendation, and interviews. Make every effort to determine the combination of assessment attributes    pertinent to your school choices. 
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