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Technology Essay: Playstation 3

The Playstation 3 is one of three top video game systems sold throughout the world today. The other two top systems are the Nintendo Wii and the Xbox 360. The Playstation 3 offers the ability to play not only just Playstation 3 games, but also Playstation 2 games, and most original Playstation games too. It also has a wide variety of features that the other two consoles simply cannot compete with.


This chart shows the results of a survey I took of 20 people, to see what the majority of people I knew used as their primary video game system. The results  didn’t surprise me because as Playstation 3 is the best product,  Xbox 360 came out earlier and is slightly cheaper. [image: image2.jpg]




When the Nintendo Wii was first released two years ago, it offered the ability to play Wii games obviously, but also play Nintendo GameCube discs as well, with GameCube being the console produced by Nintendo that preceded the Wii. It offers the option to download old or “vintage” Nintendo, Super Nintendo, and Nintendo 64 games as well via an internet connection. It also has a controller that is unlike the Playstation 3 or Xbox 360 that helps make it unique from the other two. However despite these features, the Wii still comes short in comparison and popularity to its competition.


The Xbox 360 is the most similar to the Playstation 3. The two go back and forth in debating over which is better or which is worth buying for those who have not yet picked up either system. The 360 plays Xbox 360 discs, as well as Xbox discs. It also has the ability to play DVD’s and download special features including game add-ons, demos, wallpapers, screen savers, and more. You can also add your music library from your computer or iPod onto your 360 and listen to those tracks during game play instead of listening to the game itself. The huge con of the 360 though is the internet connectivity. While it is amazing and fast, it is not free. You need something that is called an “Xbox Live” account. This is a yearly paid membership to which you must subscribe to in order to simply connect to the internet on your Xbox 360 system. It seems as if this feature alone is what drives most potential buyers away.
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Now we come to the Playstation 3 console. As I said earlier, it can play Playstation 3 games, Playstation 2 games, and original Playstation discs as well. But that is the least excited of its features. It can also play DVDs just like the 360, however in my opinion is much more compatible. The Playstation 3 is built around the future of technology, and those who own HD televisions and connection cables. So regular DVD’s not only look amazing on the Playstation 3 but, it also has a built in Blue-Ray player inside the system. This is the best feature of the Playstation 3. Blue-Ray discs, which are DVD’s that are produced to be viewed specifically on HD televisions, are a very expensive piece of equipment. Most Blue-Ray players run somewhere around the $200-$300 range, while Playstation 3’s cost on average $500. So when you weigh it out, you’ve got a Blue-Ray disc player, a DVD player, a video game system, as well as a device that holds up to 60 gigs of memory, whether it be pictures, mp3’s, game memory etc. Also, the wireless online connectivity is free, unlike the 360. As long as there is a wireless router nearby, you can browse for a connection and instantly connect. And on top of being able to connect in order to download extra features, you can also browse the internet through Explorer, and rent recently released movies by importing your credit card number.

It’s really a fantastic system to have and as you read, has a number of features that will keep you occupied for hours on end. The lengths the creators have gone to to satisfy their game players’ wants and needs is incredible as this is the most advanced piece of technology on the video game market today. The possibilities seem endless when you are enjoying your video game experience with the Playstation 3.With downloadable updates from your wireless connection on a weekly basis to keep you up to date with the latest trends, there’s no telling just how far Playstation 3 can go.

